
Hepco Slide Systems Ltd, founded about 40 years 
ago in Tiverton, has grown very significantly to now 
employing over 200 staff, but remains owned by the 
original local Jervais family, who have a long history 
in the area.

The company is particularly busy, and now even 
needs to run a night shift to keep up with demand 
for their market leading linear and bearing products, 
much of which is being exported round the world.

Hepco’s packing department needed a better way 
of cutting material for case making for their high 
quality products, which as well as standard timber 
based materials, also now includes heavy duty card 
which normally comes in very large sheet sizes.   
They chose a Koolkut KK21 vertical panel saw from 
the leading British verical panel saw manufacturer,  
Sagetech Limited, as giving them a good value 
solution to their requirements.   As Tony Sampson, 
the key user of the machine explained, “It has 
saved a lot of work compared to the table saw 
we used to have.  It’s both a lot quicker and a 
lot easier for me.  It’s simple to just put a sheet 
on and set the stop and carry out the 
necessary cuts.  Of course working with large 
sheets is much easier now, as I am normally 
operating single handed”.

Hepco now supplies a large range of aluminium 
extrusions, much of which goes into frame 
construction and is supplied to specialist machine 
and cabinet manufacturers, where they also offer 
plastic infil panels, with this being an increasingly 
important element of the company’s business.  The 
precise sizing of these panels from their Sagetech 
machine is very important.

Sagetech Limited offer four ranges of vertical panel 
saws, with the Koolkut KK and KF brands for 
customers needing heavier duty machines with high 
accuracy, offering cutting capacities of 8’ x 4’ (2500 

x 1250 mm),  10’ x 5’ (3100 x 1600 mm)  up to 3.1 x 
2.1 M.  The Zapkut ZM units are for lighter duties 
such as signmaking and sole traders, offering the 
same cutting dimensions, whilst the unique ZK 
folding, portable units have been designed for those 
cutting sheets up to 10’ x 5’, and who need to save 
space and be able to stow the saw away when not 
in use, or even for cutting out on site.

Sagetech thus provides a very comprehensive 
range of sizes and models, enabling their 
customers, whose needs range from intermittent 
cutting to the higher end users (with some even 
cutting an average of about 150 sheets a week), to 
select the most compact, space-saving solution 
appropriate to their business.

As Tony Hendry, Quality Process Engineering 
Manager explained,  “the purchase of this 
machine has given us a big benefit in space 
saving.   It is a very sturdy product, very much 
meeting our needs, and its been especially 
reliable.  In conclusion, ‘it does what it says on 
the tin’”.

CASE STUDY  
NEW BEARING ON SAGETECH SAWS

HEPCO MOTION  –  MAY 2015

WEB: www.VerticalPanelSaw.co.uk

tempting pricescompact versatility precision engineering

http://www.VerticalPanelSaw.co.uk
http://www.VerticalPanelSaw.co.uk

